
 

 
 

 

2017 PARISH PROFILE  

Parish Mission Statement 
Our purpose is to do the Lordôs work in 

providing a spiritual home that holds God 

as its head, sees Jesus Christ as the foun- 

dation, and follows the Holy Spirit to: 

Åreflect and manifest the Episcopal 

tradition 

Åwelcome all 

Ånurture family, fellowship 

Åencourage and foster strong lay      

 ministry  

Åremain committed to caring 

for the larger community 

through Outreach 

Åprovide education in 

Christian values 

 

 

 

 

    

Hopes and Dreams 
                        The parish hopes to grow stronger as a                

           church community. Individuals look for    
                          spiritual growth and renewal. Church   
                          members hope to continue to care for   
                             its own community through education  
                            in Christian values, and they hope to     
                          continue to reach out to and support the    
                                                     community at large.   
                                               Church members         
                                               recognize the need for a  
                                               committed, caring rector  
                                               who values the tradition at  
                                               Grace Memorial Church of  

                                                                         a strong lay community.

It is essential that the future rector of  

Grace have the ability to relate well to 

parishioners of all ages. Our conger-   

gation is presently composed of a   

majority of mature adults, although we 

also have a few families with children      

of preschool age. We would like our  

rector to be aware of where care is    

needed among parishioners and to 

willingly and actively  

engage in delivery of  

pastoral care. In addition,   

we expect our leader to be 

collaborative, personable, 

open-minded, 

welcoming, approachable, 

and a good listener. We 

would like a  leader who appreciates 

Episcopal  traditions but is open to trying 

new    things from time to time. We hope 

for a rector who is a good teacher and who 

prepares and delivers inspirational 

sermons.  
                                                                                                                   

Further, we are seeking a rector who, as 

executive director of the Wilson Ministry 

Center (WMC),  

 

1) Is excited to oversee the WMC in its 

community engagement;  

2) Can help develop a vision for the 

WMCôs role as a community partner; and 

3) Will serve to increase the involvement 

of the Grace congregation in WMC 

activities.     
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Christian Education 
 
 
 

The present Christian Education Program consists of a pre-K Sunday School program for five children and 
occasional   hour.  

Adult Parishioners areinterested in learning the theology and history of the church, exploring the lessons 

further and better understanding of the liturgy. Currently there is weekly Bible study attended by 

approximately six adults.  

 

The Rector is responsible for planning a program of Christian education for all members; children, youth and 

adults. In the recent past, Christian Education activities have included: 

¶ A monthly Godly Play story at coffee hour 

¶ Education For Ministry classes at the 

Wilson Ministry Center 

¶ Book studies 

¶ Weekend retreats 

¶ Weekly Bible studies 

 

 

Challenges and Issues in the Parish 
 

The biggest challenge for the church will be to 

provide enough money to support a priest and 

its outreach commitment. The parish, under 

the leadership of a rector, needs to be 

proactive in presenting Grace Memorial as a 

welcoming, community-spirited organization 

that offers members spiritual satisfaction and growth in 

traditional religious services as well as Christian 

education and fellowship. Secondary challenges would 

be how to move forward with the newly formed WMC 

Board of Directors and the hiring of a permanent 

Program Coordinator/Administrator. [For info about 

the WMC see parish programs and activities below]. 
 

Goals & Objectives 
In  the next year or two the parish hopes to achieve: 
¶ clear strategies for developing a financial plan 

¶ spiritual growth and renewal for members  

¶ nurturing of families and continued fellowship 

¶ expand newly formed childrenΩs Sunday School program 

¶ strengthening the mission of the WMC 

¶ further development of parishΩs social media 

 

 



 

The Parish in the Community 
 

 

Ministering to the Community 
The parish sees itself as providing leadership 

in the community through The Wilson Ministry 

Center, which offers services and support to all 

of the community. 

Members of the parish, as community leaders, 

serve in the Volunteer Fire Department and    

Lions Club. Parishioners have also organized 

the Twice Blessed Thrift Shop, Food Pantry 

Ministry, Deer Creek Coffeehouse and the 

Gadabouts (a fellowship organization for 

Senior Citizens). 

We also support community activities. For 

instance, the church supports the annual 

Darlington Apple Festival which is one of the 

largest one-day events in the state. We provide 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

our famous pit beef, award-winning baked goods, 

WMC Apple Delite  and convenient parking.  The 

profits often help with Parish ministry 

 

Special Areas of Ministry  

The Twice Blessed Thrift Shop helps the needy 

with clothing, emergency food and when possible 

emergency funding or resources. The Food Pantry 

Ministry provides a monthly food distribution and 

hot breakfast to families in Harford and Cecil 

Counties. The Gadabouts provides an opportunity 

for senior citizens to connect with others. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
More Recent Past 

Many community members 

and influential lay ministers 

valued the central position 

of the church in their lives 

and the life of the commu- 

nity. To commemorate their 

connection with the church 

and their estimation of the 

importance of its work, they 

left funds and endowments 

to enable Grace Memorial 

Church to continue its im- 

portant work in the commu- 

nity after their death. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

History of Deer Creek Parish 
Early History 

In 1859, Deer Creek Parish was established as a wooden 

structure on the current grounds.  In 1882 it was moved to 

Scarboro, a nearby town.  It was renamed Episcopal Church of 

the Ascension, still of Deer Creek Parish.  The cornerstone of 

Grace Memorial Church was laid on October 4, 1876. The first 

service was held on June 17, 1877 and the church was 

consecrated October 5, 1882.  Ascension and Grace were yoked 

together as Deer Creek Parish with one rector and one vestry.  

Currently, each church operates independently.    
 

Organizations and people both in the 

church and the community partici- 

pated in the cleaning, rebuilding, and 

the decorating of this site with the 

hope that one day it would be self- 

sustaining. The WMC pays for part- 

time administrative staff and their 

programs through fundraising 

activities and grant funding. Earnings 

from the Wilson Bequest provide an 

annual stipend to pay for the physical 

upkeep of the building. 

Other bequests have provided Grace 

Memorial Church with important en- 

dowments and several special funds 

designated for particular kinds of projects. 

These funds have enabled the church to main- 

tain the property and strengthen the communi- 

ty. For example, in the early 1970s the lay 

community provided funds and labor to help 

build the current Parish Hall for Christian 

education, fellowship, and church and 

community meetings. Currently, Alcoholics 

Anonymous, the Girl Scouts and other groups 

use the WMC and Parish Hall for meetings and 

activities.  In the past Grace Church has been 

served by full-time Rectors, Interims, and a 

part-time Priest- In-Charge. Since August 2004 

funds have been sufficient to support full-time 

Rectors.        

 

 

 

 

                      

One such bequest influenced new 

directions of the church in the late 1980s. 

The Dorothy Wilson Bequest motivated the 

purchase of the house next door to the 

church as a site to be made available to the 

community for outreach. Soon the 

renovation of the Wilson Ministry Center 

(WMC), as it came to be called, became a 

community project as well as a parish 

project. 



 

Village of Darlington - Community Profile 
Population Trends 

 

 

 

Darlington is small town America. It is located in northern 

Harford County on beautiful rolling hills and farm country. 

The small town itself is home to about 409 residents with 

an estimated zip code population of 3,314. The countryside 

is beautiful with its rolling hills and farmland, making it a 

highly desirable place to live. The town proper is located 

60 miles south of Philadelphia, 35 miles north of 

Baltimore, and 70 miles north of Washington D.C. It is 

close to the Susquehanna River and the headwaters of the 

Cheasapeake Bay, just a few miles from the Conowingo Dam. 

 

Traditionally, Darlington was primarily a farming 

community, and some farming still takes place. The area is 

known for its famous horse farms. Because Darlington is 

approximately 8 miles from Interstate 95 corridor it is still 

predominantly rural, and has not been affected by the 

population expansion of other Harford County communities. 

However, many residents do commute to Delaware, 

elsewhere in Harford County, Baltimore County, Cecil 

County, Baltimore City or Washington D.C. for work. 

 

Due to the fact that Darlington is a rural community, it does not reflect the heterogeneous population that is 

typical of much of the Baltimore/Washington metropolitan area. Its basic community problems and concerns 

are with acquiring shelter, jobs, and security. 

 

    

      
                        
 



 

Governmental Agencies and Institutions 

Serving the Public  

Within a few blocks of the church and Rectory 

there is a volunteer fire department, a local store, 

a garage, a doctorôs office, a pharmacy, post 

office and a library.  

Nearby, the community enjoys access to a public 

swimming pool as well as all the benefits of the 

Susquehanna State Park. 

Local news and calendar events pertaining to the 

Dublin/Darlington area and its residents can be 

found via its Facebook page. 

Darlington is a civic-minded community 

with many organizations which include 

an active Lions Club, Masonic Order, and 

Recreation Council. 

Ecumenical Relations and Relations with 

other Churches 

Relations with Living Hope Presbyterian, Ho- 

sanna A.M.E., Darlington United Methodist 

and Friends Meeting (Quaker) are positive. 

Cooperation among the pastors, as well as 

their congregations is excellent. For example, 

over the last several years, Thanksgiving 

services have been jointly celebrated 

between communities. 

Demographics 

The community includes 

multiple races, although it is 

primarily White, with the 2010 

Census listing 89% of the 

population. The general 

population is older than the U.S. 

median age of 37.2.  Among 

those aged 25 and over, 37.5% 

are high school graduates; 

41.8% have some college or an 

Associate Degree; 11.3% have a 

Bachelor Degree.  

 

 

 

 

 

The School System 

The communityôs local elementary school, grades 

K-5, enrolls approximately 125 pupils. Middle 

school and high school students travel by bus to 

nearby Havre de Grace. Private elementary, mid- 

dle and high schools are located in nearby Dublin 

and Bel Air. Harford Community College, 

approximately eight miles southwest of 

Darlington in Churchville, offers Associate 

degree requirements as well as four year degrees 

through its relationship with Towson University. 

Educational and Cultural Opportunities 

Darlington is close to several metropolitan ar- 

eas with outstanding universities including the 

University of 

Delaware, the 

University of 

Pennsylvania and 

many other 

colleges and 

universities in 

Philadelphia, the 

University of 

Maryland and 

many colleges 

and universities in 

the D.C. 

area.  In Baltimore alone there 

are Johns Hopkins University, 

St. Maryôs Seminary, Notre 

Dame, Loyola, the University of 

Maryland (Baltimore County), 

The University of Baltimore, 

Coppin State University, Morgan 

State University, the Peabody 

Conservatory and Maryland In- 

stitute College of Art. There are 

also several community colleges 

in the Baltimore area. 

Clearly, undergraduate and 

graduate study is easily acces- 

sible. In addition, educational 

opportunities abound at many 

nearby museumsðfrom mari- 

time to art and culture museums. 

Baltimore has an excellent symphony orchestra, 

and several outstanding theater companies make 

their home in Baltimore, including the regionally 

famous Center Stage. 



 

 

 
State of the Church 

Parish Statistics  
Grace Memorial Church has a population final resting place as there are no

 

of about 100 members.  Average Sunday cemetery grounds. A memorial  

attendance is approximately 40 people.  garden where
 
the remains of

 parishioners can be
 
scattered has  

                                                                                                                    been completed thanks to the 

                                                                                                                    generosity of church members. 

                                                                                                                    The Garden is beautifully landscaped                          

                                                                                                                    with a stone wall that matches the 

landscaped,                                                                                                                     church décor, and includes a   

                                                                                                                                            statue of Jesus. 

                                                                                                                     

 

 

  Church Property                                            Rectory 

 

Parish buildings are carefully maintained under              GraceΩs campus 

 the supervision of parish members. The campus is           has a beautiful 

comprised of four buildings; which are the Church,         house in which we  

Parish Hall, Rectory, and Wilson Ministry Center.           hope that our new 

In the past Grace could not give its parishioners a            rector will live there. 

 

  

 
Parish Programs and Activities 

Wilson Ministry  Center 
 

The WMC is a key component of GraceΩs community outreach. Day to day operations of WMC are run 

by a paid program coordinator with oversight from the Interim Rector and the newly formed Board of 

Directors. The Board consists of 12 members, four of whom are Grace parishioners. 

 
Some of the programs offered are: 

 
¶ YMCA Before and After School Care Program 

 
¶ Meeting space for local non profits  

 
¶ Getting There Ride Share Program 

 
¶ Girl Scouts 

 
   

  

Year 
Sunday 

Attendance 

Total 

Revenue 

Total 

Expense 

2012 43 $156,836 $157,366 

2013 40 $170,856 $166,745 

2014 40 $180,899 $182,051 

2015 39 $157,658 $133,040 

2016 39 $137,038 $148,702 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gadabouts 

 

The Gadabouts, a fellowship initiated in 1988, seek  

to help seniors meet spiritual and social needs, 

regardless of religious affiliation, race, or place of 

residence. On a monthly basis, approximately 45 

members meet together. The group is co-led by 

members of the congregation.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twice Blessed Thrift Shop  

The Twice Blessed Thrift Shop is one of our oldest 

ministries, handed down from generation to genera- 

tion. The income from the shop is used to supply 

food, clothing and money for those in need. These 

material provisions are only part of the ministry. 

Local people in need or in crisis soon discover that 

the Twice Blessed Thrift Shop will provide material 

help and/or referrals. Many customers come in just                                                                                     

to talk. Darlington is known as the town that cares 

for its own. The Twice Blessed Thrift Shop 

contributes to this reputation. This community 

outreach service was organized by a parish leader as 

a cooperative effort involving people from all the 

local churches. 

 

 

Food 

Pantry 

 

 On the 3rd 

Friday of 

each month 

parishioners 

gather in the 

Parish Hall 

to share a potluck meal and bag food for local 

needy families. The following morning, they gather 

again along with other volunteers to provide a hot 

breakfast along with the bagged food. Most of the 

food is purchased through grant money; however, 

some food and non-food items are donated by 

parishioners, community members and 

organizations. 

 

Deer Creek Coffee House 

 

     The Deer Creek Coffee House was originated in 

May of 2012 by a Grace parishioner. This monthly 

concert series takes place in the Parish Hall and 

provides an intimate candle lit setting for quality 

folk musicians, singers, and songwriters from 

across the U.S., Canada, and even Ireland. The 

music and sense of community work together to 

nourish the soul. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Other Parish Hall Uses 

 

Our Parish Hall at Grace is busy with other 

activities such as: 

 

¶ Weekly yoga classes 

¶ Alcoholics Anonymous 

¶ Monthly movie matinee 

¶ Occasional private functions  



 

Midweek services during Advent and Lent have 

been important to communicants in the past few 

years, and it is hoped that they will continue. 

Special services include: 
 

 

Music 

Grace Memorial has a choir of about 10 voices. 

Their contributions add to the beauty of the liturgy. 

The choir sings about twice a month. Organ music 

and occasional guitar complement Sunday service. 

 

 Worship 

Worship takes place every Sunday in a single service 

at 9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer is offered twice weekly 

by a lay minister. The worship at Grace is based on 

the Book of Common Prayer, centering on the 

Eucharist.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rite Two is used most Sundays during the church 

year. The Great Litany, the Decalogue, and all the 

various Eucharistic Prayers are used appropriately 

so that people may become familiar with the 

richness of the Prayer Book. Parishioners have also 

become somewhat familiar with Liturgies from 

Enriching our Worship. 

¶ Christmas Eve 

¶ Ash Wednesday 

¶ Lentðweekly informal services and dis- 

cussions, with daily service in Holy Week 

including a Seder dinner in the parish hall 

¶ Good Friday ï noon and evening services 

¶ Easter Vigil and Easterð High Episcopal 

Services with music 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In all aspects of Parish life, lay ministry is impor- 

tant, and that is equally true in the worship. Laity 

assist as chalice bearers, read lessons, lead  

Prayers of The People; act as Eucharistic 

Ministries; occasionally lead Morning Prayer.  

Clearly, the lay community wishes to be integral 

to the services.  



 

 
 

 

Grace Memorial 
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