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Parish Mission Statement

Our purpose is to do tHe o r \aadksn
providing a spiritual home that hol@wod
as its head, sees Jesus Christ afotlne
dation, and follows the Holy Spitib:

Arefl ect aEpiscopah ni f
tradition

Awel come al l

A n u rfamilyr felowship

It is essential thathe future rector of
Grace have the ability to relate well to
parishioners of all ages. Oconger
gation is presently composed of a
é'ngjcgrity ?f fature adults, although we
also have a few families with children
of preschool age. We would likeio
rector to be aware of where care is
needed an}ong arishioners and to

W

'Br\nienirs]trc ourage alayd foster s il (E\ygand actively
Ar e r)r/1a i n ¢ caingi forthi engage in delivery of“
for the largecommunit ~Go forthin pastoral care. In addition,
throughOutreach y Christ anddo we expect our leader to be
' A . collaborative personable,
b n provide educ ' onenminded
12 e% Chrigian values God'swWork. ~ P ’

i SEER CREEE Mamsw

A Parish in the Dioces of Maryland
1022Main Street PO.Box 35
Darlington Maryland 21034
410 8363587

Hopes andDreams

The parish hopes to grow strongeras
church community. Individuals lodr
spiritual growth and renewalChurch
% % members hope to continue to caoe f

2 its own community througleducation
in Christian values, anithey hope to
continue to reachutto and support the
community at large.
Church members
recognize the neddr a
committed, caringector
who values the traditioat
Grace Memorial Church of
astrong lay community.

——t

welcoming, approachable,
and a goodistener. We

would like a leader who appreciates
Episcopaltraditions but is open to trying
new things from time to time. We hope
for a rector who is a good teacher and who
prepares and delivers inspirational
sermons.

Further, we are seeking a rector who, as
executive director of the gon Ministry
Center (WMQ,

1) Is excitedto oversee the WMC in its
community engagement;

2) Canhelp develop aision for the

WMC 6 s racommunigy partner; and
3) Will serve to increase the involvement
of the Grace congregation in WMC
activities.




Challenges and Issues in thBarish

The biggest challenge for the church willtbe that offersmenbersspiritual satisfaction angrowth ir
provide enough money to support a présd traditionalreligious services as well as Christian

its outreach commitmerithe parish, under educatiorend fellowship.Secondary challenges wotild
theleadership of a rector, needs to be be howto move forward with the newly formed WMC
proactivein presenting Grace Memorial as a Board of Directorsind the hiring of a permanent
welcoming communityspirited organization Program Coordinator/AdministratdiFor info about

the WMC see parish programs and activities belo

Goals &Objectives

In the next year ortwo the parish hopes to achieve
clear strategies for developing a finangikn

spiritual growth and renewal fonembers

nurturing of families and continuddllowship

expand newly formed childr&Sunday School program
strengthening the mission of tkéMC

further development of pari€hsocial media
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Christian Education
The present Christian Education Program consiséspreK Sunday School program for five children anc
occasionahdult education during coffee hour.

Adult Parishionersareinterested in learning the theology and histofyhe church, exploring the lessons
furtherand better understanding of thieurgy. Currently there is weekly Bible study attended by
approximately six adults.

The Rector is responsible for planningragramof Christian education for all membecsiildren youth anc
adults In the recent past, Christian Education activitiase included:

1 A monthly Godly Play story at coffee hour

{1 Education For Ministry classes at the g
Wilson Ministry Center

Book studées
Weekend retreats
Weekly Bible studies

]



The Parish in theCommunity

Ministering to the Community

The parish sees itself as providirgadership our famous pibeef,awardwinning baked goods
in the community through The Wilsdfinistry WMC Apple Delite and convenient parking. The
Center, which offerservices and support ad profits oftenhelp with Parisiministry

of thecommunity.

Members of the parish, as communégders,

serve in thé&/olunteerFire Department and Special Areas oMinistry

Lions Club Parishioners have alsoganizd TheTwice Blessed Thrift Shop helps theedy

the Twice Blessedrhrift Shop, Food Pantry with clothing, emergency food amehenpossible
Ministry, DeerCreekCoffeehousend the emergency funding or resources. The FBadtry
Gadaboutga fellowship organization for Ministry provides amonthly fooddistribution and
SeniorCitizens). hot breakfasto families in Harford and Cecil
Wealso support community activitieSor Counties. The Gadabouts provides an opportunity
instance, the church supports the annual for seniorcitizens to connect witbthers.

Darlington Apple Festivalvhich is one of the
largest onalay events in the state. We provide




History of Deer CreekParish
. |- | EarlyHistory
5 — Lu'"{f"

1 In 1859,Deer Creek Parish wastablished aa wooden

structure on the current@snds. In 1882 it wasoved to
Scarboro, a nearby town. It was renar&@iscopal Church of
% the Ascension, still of Deer Creek Paristhe cornersine of

& Grace Memorial Church was laid on October 4, 1gr&first

s senice was held on June 17, 1877 dne church was

= consecrate@ctaber 5, 1882.Ascension and Grace were yodke

&% together as Deer Creek Parish with one rector and one vestry.

Currently, each church operates independently.

More Recentfast

Organizations and people bothtie
church and the communipartick
pated in the cleaning, rebuildingnd
the decorating of this sitgith the
hope that one day it would kel
sustaining. Th&VMC paysfor part
time administrative statind their
prograns throughfundraising
activities and grarfunding.Earnings
from theWilson Bequest provide an
annuaktipend to pay for the physica
upkeep othe building.

Many communitynembers
and influential layministers
valued the centradosition
of the church in theilives
and the life of theommu
nity. Tocommemorateheir
connection with thehurch
and theirestimation othe
importance of its workthey
left funds andendowments
to enable Grac®lemorial
Church to continue itsn-
portant work in theommu
nity after theirdeath.
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Other bequests have provid€dace
Memorial Church with importardn
dowments and several spediatds
designated for particular kinds pffojects.
These funds have enabled the churamaan
tain the property and strengthégrecommunt
ty. For examplein the early 1970the lay
community provided funds and lakbtorhelp
build the currenParishHall for Christian
education, fellowship, and church and
community meetingLurrently,Alcoholics
Anonymousthe Girl Scoutand dher groups
use the WMC and Parish Hall for meetings a
- LA el ST activities. In the past Grace Church has been
One such bequest influenced new served by fulltime Rectors, Interims, and a
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directions of thehurch in the late 18Ds. parttime Priest In-Charge. Since August 2004
TheDorothyWilson Bequest motivated the funds have been sufficient to support fithe
purchase othehouse next door to the Rectors.

church as a site teemade available tthe
community foroutreachSoon the
renovationof the WilsonMinistry Center
(WMC), as it caméo be called, became a
communityproject as wellas a parish
project.




Village of Darlington Community Profile
Population Trends

Darlington is small town Americdt is located in northern |
Harford County on beautiful rolling hills and farm country__
The small town itself is home to abal@9 residents with
an estimated zip code population of 3,3THe countryside £
is beautiful with its rolling hills and farmland, magita &
highly desirable place to live. The town proper is locateo
60 miles south of Philadelphia, 35 miles north of
Baltimore, and 70 miles north of Washington D.C. Itis
close to the Susquehanna Riead the headwaters of the
Cheaapeake Bay, just aflemiles from the Conowingo Dam.

Traditionally, Darlington was primarilg farming

community, and some farming still takes place. The area is
known for its famous horse farms. Because Darlington is
approximately 8 milefom Interstate5 corridor itis still
predominantly rural, and has not been affected by the
population expansion of other Harford County communities
However, many residents do commute to Delaware,
elsewhere in Harford County, Baltimore County, Cecil
County, Baltimore @y or Washington D.C. for work.

Due to the fact that Darlington is a ruc@mmunity, it does not reflect the heterogeneous population that is
typical of much of the Baltimore/Washington metropolitan area. Its basic community problems and concert
are wih acquiring shelter, jobs, and security.




Governmental Agencies and Institutions
Senving the Public

Within a few blocks of the church and Rectory
there is a voluntedire departmenta local store,
a garage, dod o office, apharmacypost
office andalibrary.

Nearby the community enjoys access to a public
swimming pool as well aall the benefits of the
Susqueanna State Park.

Local news and calendar events pertaining to the
Dublin/Darlington area and its residents can be
found via its Facebook page.

Darlington is a civiemindedcommunity
with many organizations whidnclude
an active Lions Club, Mason{@rder,and
RecreatiorCouncil.

Ecumenical Relations and Relationsvith
other Churches

Relations withLiving Hope Presbyterigido-
sanna A.M.E., Darlington Unitddethodist
and Friends Meeting (Quaker) guasitive.
Cooperation among the pastors, as asl!|
their congregatiosis excellent-or example,
over the last severgkars, Thanksgiving
services have been jointly celebrated
between communities

Demographics

The community includes
multiple races, although it is
primarily White, with the 2010
Census listing 89% of the
population Thegeneral
populdion is olderthanthe U.S.
medianage of 37.2 Among =
those aged 25 and over, 37.5%
are high school graduates;
41.8% have some college or an
Associate Degree; 11.3% have
Bachelor Degree.

The SchoolSystem

The communityods | gmades
K-5, enrolls appximately 125 pupilsMiddle
school and high school students travel bytbus
nearby Havre de Grace. Private elementarg;
dle and high schools are locaiachearby Dublin
and Bel Air Harford CommunityCollege,
approximately eight miles southwest of
Darlington in Churchville, offers Associate

degree requirements as well as four year degrees
through its relationship with Towson University.

Educational and Cultural Opportunities

Darlington is close to several metropolitan
eas with outstandingniversities includinghe
Universityof
Delawarethe
Universityof
Pennsylvaniand
manyother
collegesand
universties in
Philadelphia,the
Universityof
Marylandand
manycolleges
anduniversties in
theD.C.

area. In Baltimore alorthere

| are Johng$lopkins University,
St.Ma r pdénrsnary, Notre
Dame, Loyola, the Universityf
Maryland (BaltimoreCounty),
The University oBaltimore,

. Coppin StatéJniversity, Morgan
StateUniversity,the Peabody
Conservatory and Marylard-
stitute College of ArtThereare
also several communitolleges
in the Baltimorearea.

Clearly, undergraduatend
graduate study is easifcces
sible. In additioneducational
opportunities abound atany
nearby museundsfrom mark

time to art and culturmuseums.

Baltimore ha an excellent symphorgrchestra,
and several outstanding theater compamake
their home in Baltimore, including thregionally
famous Centebtage.

el

e



State of theChurch
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Parish Programs andActivities

Wilson Ministry Center

The WMC is a key component of Gr&eommunityoutreachDay to day operations of WMC are run

by a paid programaordinator withoversight from the InterirRector and the newly formed Board of
Directors The Board consists df2 members, four of whom are Grace parishioners.
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Some of the programs offered are:

YMCA Before and After SchodareProgram
Meeting space for locaion prdits

Getting There Ride Share Program

Girl Scouts
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Food
Pantry

Friday of
each month
parishioners
gather in the |
Parish Hall &=

Q/% " to share a potluck meal and Hagd for local
needy families. The following morning, they gath
again along with other volunteers to provide a h
breakfast along wit the bagged food. Most of the
foodis purchased through grant money; however
some food and nefood itemsare donated by
parishiomers,community members and
organizations.

Gadabouts

The Gadabouts, a fellowship initiated in 1988, seek
to help seniors meet spiritual and social needs,
regardless of religious affiliation, race, or place of
residence. On monthly basis, approximately 45
membersneet together. The group is-t=a by

members of the congregation
Deer Creek Coffee House

The Deer Creek Coffee House was originated
= ' May of 2012 by a Grace parishioner. This monthl
'TWICE BLESSED" [ concert series takes place in the Parish Hall and
oTHRIFT Stor % l provides an intimate candle $etting for quality
"« Mox. = Sar. %;x folk musicians, singers, and songwri&om
3012 2 across the U.S., Canada, and even Ireland. The
' music andsenseof community work together to
nourish the soul.
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Twice BlessedThrift Shop

TheTwice Blessed Thrift Shop is one of ocoidest
ministries, handed down from generatiorgémera
tion. Theincome from the shop is used to supply
food, clothing and money for those in need. These
materialprovisions are only part of thainistry. Other Parish Hall Uses

Local people in need or in crisis soon discover that

the Twice Blessed Thrift Shop will provide material oyr parish Hall at Grace is busy with other
help and/or referrals. Many customers come in just gctivities such as:

to tak. Darlington is known as the town that cares
forits own. TheTwice Blessed Thrift Shop
contributedo this reputation. This community
outreaclservicewas organized by a parish leader as
acooperativeeffort involving people from all the
localchurches.

Weekly yoga classes
Alcoholics Anonymous
Monthly movie matinee
Occasional private functions
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Midweek services during Advent and Léaive
been important to communicants in the pgagst
years, and it is hoped that they vadintinue.

Special servicesclude:

1 Christmas Eve

1 AshWednesday

1 Lentd weekly informal serices andlis-
cussions, with daily service in HoWeek
including a Seder dinner in the partsll
Good Fridayi noon and eveninggervices
EasteVigil and East&y High Episcopal
GraceMemorial has a choir of aboti©voices. Serviceswith music

Their contributions add to the beauty of ligrgy.
The choir sings about twicenaonth. Orgammusic
and occasional guitmomplement Sundaservice.
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Music

Worship

Worshiptakes place every Sunday in a sirggevice
at 9:00 a.mMorning Prayer is déred twice weekly
by a lay ministerThe worship at Grace is based on
theBook of Common Prayer, centering on the
Euchaist.

In all aspects of Parish life, laginistry isimpor-
tant, and that is equally true in the worshiaity
assist aghalice bearersead lessons, lead
Prayersof The Peopleact as Eucharistic
Ministries; occasionally lead Morning Prayer.
Clearly, the lay community wish&sbe integral
to the services.

Rite Two is used most Sundays during the church
year.TheGreatLitany, the Decalogue, and all the
variousEuchaistic Prayers are used appropriately
so thatpeoplemay become familiar with the
richness of th@rayerBook. Parishioners have also
become somewhat familiar with Liturgies from
Enriching our Worship.
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